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Understanding fishing activity using AIS and VMS data

What's the
difference
between AIS
and VMS?

How can
| view
AIS data?

How can
| view
VMS data?

The Automatic Identification System (AIS) and
Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) both use
satellite tracking to transmit vessel locations.
We use these complementary vessel tracking
systems to track global fishing activity. AIS
was designed as a collision avoidance tool
and is required for vessels over a certain size

Under ‘Layers’ in the toolbox, open ‘Activity
Layers’ to view options for vessel activity to
be displayed on the map. Fishing effort
refers to AIS data.

VMS data are also available under ‘Activity Layers’
and listed by country. The nature of VMS sharing
means that the periodicity of each country’s data
differs. Click the ‘" icon to learn more.

You will see that with some of the VMS data
specific vessel identifiers have been redacted.
This data can only be released publically with
the permission of the flag state.

by international law and some smaller vessels
by national regulation. VMS is a bespoke
fisheries management system regulated at

the national and regional level. VMS data have
traditionally been proprietary but governments
are increasingly sharing these data publically for
greater fisheries transparency.
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Vessel Name National Id
LIAFJORD C0-38046-PM

Name Flag
LIAFJORD Norway
Flag Length
Peru 64.4
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